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BSC BRIEFING 25X1 & segust 1958
TAIVAN STRAITS

. Chinese Communist military moves in Taiwan Sirait ares msd Chinems
Netionalist appredenuion have created dssgeorvus situstion.

25X1

B Bowsver, thore has Been nc unususl groand foree activiiy n!ﬁaﬁ
Teiman Strait ares to iadicate preperatioms for hostilities,
1. Nevertheless, the Chiness Consssists have capablility—
barring U8 intervestion--to imitiste major hostilities i
against the offshore islands very quickly.

2. Communist forves oppesite the Quencys (garrisensd by sbout
96,000 Eaticaalist troops) mumder sbout 50,000 and weuwld ,
.~ bave to de reisforced before assamlting the mior islands af“
Quemoy and Little Quemoy. Nere troops could be browght |
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is rapidiy-——and poesidbly without detectien--by thse
Yingtas-imey railrveed, completed late last yesr,

3. Prodiag sstion sgainst lesser islands &f Srdhtas sad Ystaa
alwys » possibility saé could be carried cut with troeps
iamedintely availadle.

¢, Obmmunist forcss on msialsad epposite Mnisws cutoumber
Nutiosalists (48,000 Comsmniste—-23,000 Mationalista) and
osn carry out sweceenful ssesuit with little diffienliy,

C. Chinese Consunists Bave not reinferced weak Zast Chiasa asvsl
faroes,

1, Chicoms hsve most powerful Asisn naval force, superior to
thet of Naticmalists, but major vessels (4 dontroyers,

17 submarises, 4 destreyer sscortisa) remsis aorth of the
gtraits at the ports of Shanghal and Tmingtso.

2., Communist oaval vessels mear the Straits comsist mestly o
1ight patvel craft and gundoats.

3. No landing orsft build.up which wewld iadicate preparatics
for an asssult Bas deecn noted, but many junks are always
availadls and could he used,

p. Cosmenist air and naval power could be wmed to intexdict
mationelist sé » supply lizes and--should the US sot interveas--
1' tﬂat “.‘.13’ b him ::tm:gt direct emnit.

E. mmm mmmnmuuma
line sgaiast the Maticuslists in receat wesks, seems to have
-a-w in iast few days.
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4; A. Owe wajer dnnger of situntion is developusnt of iarge-scale zir
| battle which could develop in minutes inteo an engagement in
Taiwan air space witheut sither side 0 intesding, and which

wodld thresten to iavelve T forces in that aresa.
25X1 1,

since oacupation of the coaatal fieids,
Chicon air patrels agninst daily Natiomalist racopnaissance

25X flights have grows S0 streag sad sggressive that clashes at
squadron atrength way resuls,
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On 4 Augmst,
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[Chinag Kai-shek assured Ambasmador Drumrigi:

snd Adwmiral Swoot that he would continune to honor his treaty commit -

weuts to the United Ztates before ordering air attacks aguiast

mainland targets,

A, Nowever, this doss not rule out m&-hiy the posnibility of
SEationalist actien-—-as the conference held 3 August indicatas.

25X1

B, Chisng was emotiomal at times duriang the couversation and statel
that the 85 did net apprecints the seriousness of the situnties.

1.

3.

3,

Be said with seme heat that the distance from the sveats
has ereated a different pusycholegy in Washington than in
Taipei. It sight be poasible fer peepls in Washiagten to
reskia calm, but it would b tupossible within an hour of
the ensuy's striking power.

Chisug then regquested ndditienxl aid from the Unitaed States,

asking for:

-=Sidewinder air-to-air aissiles,

~-Repid ipment of his obwolete F-840 fighters: with
nower ¥ .

-~Pormasat deployment of F-100D's to Taiwen.

~-A show of foroe by the U5 Seventh Fleet.

Rinizster of Defense Yu Ta-wei sshed Aduiral Sweot to trassmit
2 message to President Risenhower requesting the President

to issus a public statemwnt to the effect that he would
cousider an attack on Questy or Eatsu at this time to be =
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4. Be sad Chisf of Staff "Tiger” Tang indicated thelir belief
that contrel of the Taiwvan Straits was alreddy "lest” and
that the powition of the Chimeses Nationalist garriszoans on
the eoff-shore islands was eritical.

§., Yu msajd later he wns doiag all in his power to exercise
reatraint, but he fearsd Chicous would try to provoke
incideat.

Y. Wo think Chiang is uanlikely to ordsr an sttack against the maialand
without at least the tacit grior appreval of ¥ashimgtem and the
backing of United 2tates forces.

As Prolouged umilitary tension in the ares without inereassé Americss
support, however, could result in a eritical deterioration of

Sino-American relations,
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